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In the Claims: 

Please add new claims 14 to 25 and cancel without prejudice claims 1 to 13: 
Claims 1 to I3.(canceled) 

14.(new) An electronic monitoring circuit for monitoring one of at least two series- 
connected capacitor units in an intennediate circuit In onler to detect short- 
circuiting of said one of said capacitor units, said monitoring circuit (16) 
compriding 

meansfor deriving a reference voltege (14) from an Intem^late^nHm 
voltage (L(+).L(-)) applied across said at leasttwo series^onnected capacitor 
units (1.2); 

means for generating a control signal consisting of a voltage dHference 
between said reference voltage (14) and a junction voltage at a junction (13) 

between two of said capadtor units (1, 2); and 

means for generating an error signal when said corrtrol signal falls below 

or exceeds an activation threshold voltage thus Indicating that said one of said 
capacitor units (1 .2) has been short-circuited. 

15.(new) The monitoring circuit as defined in claim 14. wherein said means for 
deriving said reference voltage (14) comprises a pluralily of series-connected 
resistors (3.4) and wherein said plurality of said series-connected resistors (3.4) 
is connected in parallel with said at least two series-connected capacitor units 
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(1,2). 

16.(new) The monitoring circuit as defined in claim 14. wherein said meansfor 
generating said enorsignal When said voltage difference falls belowor exceeds 

said activation threshold voltage comprises a zener diode (1 5) and said 
activation threshold voltage corresponds to a breakdown voltage of said zener 
diode. 

17. (M«.) The monitoring dreult as driinod in data 14. wt-rrtn «ld anor rtgnrt 
con«|«od. to » «»or .ignrt vow .nd «id em» »9n.I voltes. » 

freely setectable ground potential. 

18. (n«Ar) The monitoring circuit as defined in daim 14, wherein said means for 
generating the enor signal comprises a light^mitting diode (17) and a light- 
sensitive transistor (18) and said light^mitting diode (17) and light-sensitive 
transistor (18) are arranged to generate said errorsignal from said voltage 
difierence when said voltage diffe.enc« is applied to said llght-emltting diode. 

1 9.(new) The monitoring circuit as defined in dalm 14. wherein said means for 
generating said error signal comprises a current-voltage converter and said 
cunent-voltage converter generates an error signal yoHage directly fn,m a current 
flowing due to voltage asymmetry produced with an error occurs. 
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20. (new) The mpntoring circuit as defined in daim 17. wherein said cunent 
flowing due to said voltage asymmeby when said error occurs is limited by a 
resistor chain. 

21. (new) The monitoring cl«juila$ defined in claim 20. wherein respecth« 
IntemiediateKrfrcult capacitor units correspond to corresponding parts of said 
lesistor chain, each of said parts consisting of at least one chain resistor, and 
respecti^re ratios of capacitance of said respective intemnediate^rcult capacitor 
units to rBsistance of said corresponding parts of said resistor chain are 
substantially the same for all resistor-chain-part^acitor pairs. 

22. (new) The monitoring circuit as defined in daim 20. wherein each of said parts 
of said resistor chain consists of a single chain resistor. 

23. (new) The monitoring drcuit as defined in daim 14. wherein cadi of said 
capacitor units consists of a capacitor. 

24. (new) The monitoring drcuit as defined in daim 14. wherein ead. of said 
capadtor units consists of a plurality of capadtors connected in series and/or 
parallel with each other. 

25. (new) The monitoring drcuit as defined in daim 14. wherein eadi of said 
capacitor units have the same capacitance. 
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